deprived of their Tongues.             379

but even Monks and laymen, to the number of about
four thousand ; and makes Confessors and Martyrs;
and cuts off the tongues of the Confessors. As to
which Confessors, the royal city, where their bodies
lie, attests that after their tongues were cut out they
spoke perfectly even to the end. Then Lsetus,
Bishop of the Church of Nepte, is crowned with Mar-
tyrdom, etc." It is observable from this statement
that the miracle was recorded for the instruction of
posterity at the place of their burial.

229. Lastly, Pope Gregory the First thus speaks in
his Dialogues : " In the time of Justinian Augustus/
when the Arian persecution raised by the Vandals
against the faith of Catholics was raging violently in
Africa, some Bishops, courageously persisting in the
defence of the truth, were brought under notice;
whom the King of the Vandals, failing to persuade
to his misbelief with words and offers, thought he
could break with torture. For when, in the midst of
their defence of the truth, he bade them be silent, but
they would not bear the misbelief quietly, lest it
might be interpreted as assent, breaking out into rage
he had their tongues cut off from the roots. A won-
derful thing, and known to many senior persons ; for
afterwards, even without tongue, they spoke for the
defence of the truth, just as they had been accus-

;!* This date is a mistake of St Gregory's ; also he calls them
Bishops.